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PREFACE. 



1 jhwys sought id Ibis. little bco-h Lc Jjiins into prominence 
a ■vieiy of the place wheel Lie village MrtuflPhsty occupies 
in English institutions. So fat as I know, tr is has not yet 
lieen cani.idercd hy scholar*. The subject has occupied ray 
Attention for the pus-t ^wetr-e year? ur SO, und I liave si tidied i? 
■sick by side with nrhei subjects Vi bleb cl late years jin increasing 
force I have conceived to be rh intimate telaticL-.sltip wilt :t. 
Tu many whs take a considerable interEit in the eaily history 
t-J jnKijLiiL icr.s, Lt will nppeat strange that foil; I one should he 
adduced in evidence, Eut t-^ thOM of us who have watched, 
an d perhaps Bided in some sLgb: wesy, I he dsVckpmeni of file 
bdence wlik.li underlies so limieti, Ui^t constitutes what is called 
foil; lore, there will be no surprise. If wc want to gat nt iki 
itue origin of vtJiat is now fu-JLid on English wil cs heirlooms 
Of Tile paEt, ive matt Tike into our purview net one particular 
section. not one partictllir period, or cnc psriicuLiT area; we 
must consider all the remains of the pas Land pick out from tLie 
whole .group the evidence we seek for. Englishmen (ltd not 
be^in their liEEtoiy in the laud they named, but lheir history in 
oidet England had much the some OtiginaL cbflJBtMfistkfl 
as rhuse of other Aryan trills in their early homes. Be- 
cause we study these chaiacte-ji&ties at honk, w^ ate too apt 
i<j accentuate the forties tif po.iLical progress o?-d to ntiniuiiie 
the forces of peasant Cfi'stalliiatinn. The latcer ha* Imd no 
Itistorbn by ihe very nature of things. Tne history nf the 




I 



PRC L-'lIJsI. 



former is ccKntAlaed in thousands of volaTrtes, and .-dtraclfi the 
notice of si] advanced thought. fiuL tbc relative proportion 
historical record dees not measure the relative proportion of 
influence. Whflt T Eim moat struric vrilh in investigating the 
fa-cts of local Life ls the enormous iatlacrice of L-aciiLia n m 
stamping clm Lorn and belief upon a people. For centuries of 
English history there wat little to disturb eitl'ier primitive 
economic customs or primitive belief- We have ample evidence 
of the survival of both r and it is with these survivals lu their 
relationship to eoch other that I have dealt in ihe following 
pages. 

( am cOfltCJOLis nf much that t should J.k: It ini prove upon 
and uf much more that I Should like to add in Lhe ddddatfcjn 
nf this fascinating but intricate subject, But the last word has 
not yet been said upon Li ; and 1 hope that my contribution to 
i t may help to-warcs me desired ?nd . The present senes seems 
fwculiaily fitted for such subject. It has not only a scientific 
interest, viewed as a chapter in the history d: institutions ; it 
has an interest viewed as a contribution to sojue of the socio- 
logies! problems of the day- The peasant nf to-day ire no 
longer ■ m! 1 1 - 1 i.'.l. and jLui as we me beginning to stud]' their 
past and re -Tend the history of lb? na Lionel past by the light of 
tEbs new study, they are reading inland infill sn<K9 which Here- 
of old tmditidral and uneonsdtHiB arc now phtloBopbical and. 
Cimscidus. Tint future nf man BVLLh. bis immense inentai 
act.vity and mental grasp mutt tal* a very disfer&rd line 0 :~ 
development to that of the past, otic so Ear ns I may presume 
to judge, the diOfertrtM lie* lately LU the interest awaken 
and to be awakened in subjects like the present- They tell us of 
man with communaL rights, dulses, and priw.ijcge 5 j with inti- 
mate relationship to hi? fellows, aod arj almost unbroken end 
unbreakable ir.LcTtst in die soil and natiluticros of Ids country, 

I am. far frer-t urging that it is wise to rerum to these aid 
feelings, survivals of the put; I only suggest that these oLd 
feelir^t ite re-awakentsdj pud if properly guided may be guided 
to the good of the nation and of humanity. 

I owe many than hi to kind friends for kelp of various kind. 
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Mt. S&eliuJmi has tiuillj- read Bsraujjti oil my pmoE, It will 
he »gn ilmt 1 have ventured to differ from his somewhat- 
^ ls lidp, therefor is all the rnor^ gencnMig, stud 1 shall nnL 
tKKily forget, tiw maijLnaJ note.' of gun dance, critieiam, ond 
appreciation with which he has tevoiiTcd me. 

To Mr, Hebert Hall of the Kemrc Office I am indebted 
for klndiy help with reference to the illustrations I TTCtstved from 
him Er that inshtatLon ; and to the Town Clerk ot Malmfcsbuty 
I owe the eopy of the map of thiit place., 

To my friend, Mr, Ralph McvLII, to rho Society of Anti- 
etuticj of Soytland,. the Cambrian ALehseologEcai Society, 
the puhA--.hers of VinLca le Due's 11 HubkaMons yf Man," Mi . 
Elliot Stock* and others, f am indebted for the loan of blinks 
or permission to cypy. 

Mr. Havelock Ellis has dircmghouc helped my revision of 
dio proof sheets by many useful eiYiftnd-rjiocs ;a; 1 hints, 

Storao portions of (he ^Or'x une iL&iptotl nod iikerfrd from 
papam originally puhlishtd at radons [.lioce id Arth&oipgin , 
Transactions of ‘-be Gias$iow Archj&otogir-.jl Sooie^'r Middlesex 
Archffiok.gicid Society, sad in the Anfapiagial 

G- L. GOMME, 

ElaRNES Criidsroyr, S.W. 

IfjiA Mtirck, I Kg- . 
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CHAPTER. I. 

TUT, VR.IAGK COVHUMlTV AS A PRIMCLtVJS [HSrFrttllOff. 

In order to understand property what. the vslls^t Cuaim uni ties 
af Britain realty represent m the history of oar Tice, it Fa 
necessary w& should start with n clear view of what a. village 
community is, The term lus become popular, and has lost 
somewhat of Us more precise historical a,fed archrnalaipca] 
meaning; The tvo sources of iLg popularity in England arc 
the wrilingB of sir Henry ilnin? and \!r. FredeHr Scrltohm. 
^iii Hcnty Maine Wine yeans >>ince drew attention lu the lares 
the village community in English, loan! institutions ami 
customs, basins- his proofs upon' ili^ parallel which esisiK 
between wuic English, and Indian phenomena. Mr. f=^eb*hra t 
more recently, lias chronologicalJy traced hack the existence 
of ceiinir- eccmomieul phenomena in l-’nylfsh villages to a 
periud which, speaking roughly, may he identified with the 
Roman occupation of thin island, and he seeks, in th<; events 
of Ihie, period, the Origin of the villain community in its 
English form, And Et happen? that., in ihe contrast between 
the village community as lepts^ented by each of these great 
scholars, the institution which the term connotes lias become 
sonsewEiat indefinite and obscure. A group of nti_-h rijltivatlng 
ther hnris in common and haying rights nnd duties in com mm 
is tilt! typical form ; but students ate divided ns in whether ibis 
institution ss of historical origin and growth, ot of primitive 
OTigin and growth. 
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It 3H just iIjIs ctlich ti-Dri of origin which is ol the I'itsE impc-- 
l; i:ci ■[: T Leu ■ m/.ilim ' = ! ■, L.m In: p::n f :i 

tn be n primitive institution, this must have a must rmportAnt 
bearing npan its fclstoiT in Britain, It means th-aL the village 
community origi-iiiKd -at a stage of social development long 
prim tc the political stage. and chat hencS its appearance among 
the laefl] institutions of britain Is of the nature of a survtyil 
fr-OW prehistoric Iiluck. Tf (hi* view is once fully iiti rlOrslCJfii i 
and accepted, much of the cl i Incul tv arising from a cci , . i= lict in 
teriwEnology will vanish, betausn; the whole iei^cJ: ■ id i.f fi.it.in 
nisetrh must be colon rvd by ihe evidence "s to origin, Tf 
the vilbge coramunhy Is cF primitive origin and Its ta£er 
existence a stmriual, we shouEd be able r* note its opposition 
to the political phenomena ol civilised history, If it At feet nut 
ol" L' n advanced politics! Offgani lalkua of the Roman Empire 
v, 2 should be able Lit note; (hat it has developed into ahd forms 
pari of the political nod coonclnlatl phenomena of civilized 
history, which, indeed, tinder tine hypothesis it must have 
helped to form, for, with ill che spur of Roman dviliuUioct, 
it rntiSL have so influenced TuglislL institutions, jik io make 
English inrtLintiotit clHHtiifelveit but a continuation ol" Roman 
Institutions, Thus the evidence as to origin is of great ini- 
[joTtimW; and before we con properly examine cJ-.s types in 
UTitain, or ascertain what they really repressuL in English 
Eustory, we must know something of the more .primitive 
typrt, which ;ii fine nan tdl us anything of origin 
If the village crHrtfflumty E a [vrihittiv* inai-nition, it must be 
granted that from the [Jirient pen' ton cf the subject, in the 
bandi t'f those studenl= who have dealt with it, there anj some 
considerable ob«lfttli£ Id Is [$Qi over tn mlting tip this new 
position , In the first place, y,\: must sooner qt latet come to 
the question of race in the fo nn at Lon nf such, an instUhEian, 
because in I' nitric alone w-e lint 1 ! certain evidence of an Ibcric, 
U Celtic, and a Teutonic population, all of which Jived in com 
nun if iiw, and all of which "nave left their mart upon later riridsh 
history. With tbe rese-trek r : t; f Professor Ibjyd Tlitwlrins and Mr. 
Elton before us, it is idle to attempt an investigation Into any 
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*“:lioci of English institutions without losing counter the ELhnir 
influences. Secondly, we have to disentangle o'jrsdvcs from 
the nuiioo that tti£ form in which ihe villngn; community is 
found in Britain touSd only have arisen from the influences of 
civiiliiing powers, a (jo^i Li mil forced upnn us by Mr. gaelinhw : 
we have :* put ricS of the idea that as Jin institution it is 
a special heritage of Ihe Aryan mcc., a position forced, upon 
liu by Henry Milftta And, final ly, we aliatt have to 
eniahii^L if possible that it is esactlj sinvkir in ii.s Tv'iiSe 
extension Lo alhcr luccrtaincd phases of human society, and 
nv.isi, there fn-TC, he reckoned with at one of tlie phases through 
.hi i l.Ii [ffiiftitinliy fill mankind who have reached a certain 
stage of development must have passed. ThllS it Will ho seen 
that in attempting to investigate Lhc village commonlLles m 
U-TJtaln our study is* in fact, a Chapter in rise science of com- 
parative custom, not in the chiijncilogica] history of a uotioa, 
Wlut vre shalL be doing is to face out the history ot an EnStrUi 
tioh r which niey be said to he almost siufvcisat, during its 
existence .n a special country, namely, TrJricai is, «':t ro h tinn 
been subject to special Influences it is not the history of a 
llrijivi in M Until m., Tml the history of a human institution in 
Britain 

It. sm in s remailer. We that sh-fr emiy h -.Uirycf ris;i«mifirw in iuis 
country, and in the Western world generally, Should hove been 
so infrequently studied side ny side with Lhc monumental nrd 
Other evidence of t ne existence of different ethnic stocks. Cave 
iJwelleL-s, hill met, Inis dwellers, dolmen builders, liavi? all Left 
very important proofs- nf their lengthened occupation of this 
country, but their influences are never reckoned with utacn 
anything hut munumcntil andueofo^ is hoi ng considered. 
jVli. E’iuts ua-s the fust to printout that certain nidc cn lOm-. 
among the pMifcitHry could best be scoaunlrd for by the theory 
of their survival from noti-Arynn Lrihea; hut, except to explain 
;( I? prevalence nf junior light m n im.-iiri well (l-. fi :■ 1 t a t ■ f 
tonntrv, he does not suggest that tlv^ survival wny pnsstblj 
direct our attention to ihasa race influences for an tsplun-ilio^ 
of touch that is obscure in our remarkably d brersif ed loeA 
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initi tutkm.iL In the meantime 3»r Henry Maine hud pm 
racwe s^pTeSs Ifih it upon th c value uf race indur-nors in cam- 
JSiTjiiivc jurisprudence. The tribes oF men will i lvlpeli the 
prudent of JurisprudsiM it COflCetlKd, he tells u s, n re ex- 
clusively iliose belonging to the races now universally classed, 
On the ground Gf linguistic nliinitiES, as Aryan and Semitic: 
besides rbitSK he has a.; snoai Intake into account Lhat portion 
of" the otiilyi njj m.vi5 nf mankind which has lately been called 
Umlhin, (lie Turks, Hunjprians, and Finns, 1 

Now an appeal io ccmjiarative cnitam to unlock hj™k iTif 
the hidden setnetx of trUt 0nn early l!ftr means that we must 
study not only the prehistoric mom menu and I lie bn ramie 
customs of Aryan nalians, but the very nido forms of life still 
existing ; fcr, Mr, Mc]jiftnp.n hat vreli observed, the preface 
i if general lvstozy must \x compiled from the materials pre- 
sented hy liarhaiism. Siudc stone mniiyaKnls Lell us, some- 
th fog nf die rude people who built them ; philology telln us 
snznellvrK! of the- arc haic suciaL conditions of Aryan mar; but 
the knowledge gained from these two saufeea nf scienlaric 
observation, however true- es to general outline, is fins rich in 
detah For tin’s wc cm only go to omnparative custom ; 
hud it is in detail that ar. insLitutbOLi like the village comnuinhy 
must he Jaicd. 

Comparative aiitorra, not for- evidences cJ" early man 

merely in llic written records of ancient -nations, datu not 
define as otd everything that is chronologically early. It has 
nHCTTtiMT-.pfl ehar nnOi Lx nn Unchanging beir-g UildfiE certain 

condittois ■wlii^Ti base been ;jTt«:nl uver .-i large pn ri o f I he 
plobc i it therefore socks for evidence oF early man from ilie 
unchanged repnesentativES still living, and it dcF.ncs ns old that 
which has noL advanced and become progressive. Ifwccan 
find rudt type* of the village community in Judin and in 
F.umpCt we may cunclude that these rude types arc probably 
,1s old (vs the Indo-European race ; and if we can go one step 
further ftrtd find rude types of ihe village commuruty in still 
mnne backniTcl rates oi the would, wo may tOBCUicle tliaL (hose 
y “Early Hmurj- <*l Lr-iliUiUuiip ,' 1 p. Og, 




